INTEREST in postgraduate education in Portsmouth gradually grew until in 1957 it became clear that lack of accommodation and facilities was preventing regional and national medical meetings and limiting general practitioner courses to one weekend a year. These courses were heavily and consistently over-subscribed and necessitated taking over temporarily the nurses' lecture rooms and recreation rooms. The Medical Advisory Committee to the Group therefore decided to set up a small subcommittee, including general practitioners, to study the problem.
This committee considered that the proper solution was to build a medical centre in the grounds of St. Mary's Hospital, Portsmouth, since such a building could become a focal point for consultants, general practitioners and resident junior medical staff, and would allow clinical meetings to be held with the minimum of difficulty.
Plans for such a building to cost L7s,ooo were drawn up. However, applications to two wellknown trusts were regretfully refused.
This, however, did not dismay the consultants, who continued to donate their lecture fees to a medical centre fund and decided to initiate discussions with the Wessex Regional Board. As the Board is without a teaching hospital within its boundaries, a good deal of thought had already been given to the educational needs of the area. Several teaching programmes were being undertaken in the region, Dr. Shackleton at Southampton having set up a basic primary course in anasthetics and a similar lecture course for pathological registrars having been provided at Portsmouth, to give two examples. Other groups in the region had provided general practitioner courses, but there was little integration between the various groups or indeed in any individual group itself. In this way £2,5oo has been raised by dental and medical practitioners, but it has also been found necessary to make an appeal to various firms and local organizations with whom we have had connections and who have provided a further £2,200, bringing the total, with the moneys already available, to nearly £5,500. With this money we have been able to furnish and equip the Medical Centre with its basic requirements and we hope to expand and improve it later on. Two rooms as well as the library were furnished as a result of the donations and an initial supply of books to which the Regional Board has also contributed has been purchased. A number of firns have provided covenants which will be of great value in maintaining the library.
The catering and bar arrangements are all under the control of the Mess Secretary, Dr. J. C. Hesketh, and a small Mess Sub-Committee. Through the co-operation of the Portsmouth Management Committee it is possible for members, including general practitioners, dentists, house officers and registrars, to lunch daily in the Centre and to take part in discussions if they so wish. Some departments hold regular weekly lunches.
One of the primary objects of the Centre in this day of specialization was to bring all disciplines of the dental and medical professions together as well as providing all types of educational programmes.
The educational programme is split into three academic terms each year and has ten major events in each term. For hoped in the future to augment this course during the year since it has proved so popular. One of the features of this course has been the importance of ensuring that the general practitioner helps to design the pattern of the course and the subjects chosen.
(2) Open Ward Rounds and Clinico-Pathological Conferences. It is intended to encourage open ward rounds though these raise some difficulties over timing both for the consultants, the general practitioners and' the wards themselves. Clinico-pathological conferences involve an enormous amount of preparatory work and have had to be restricted to once in two months.
(3) Clinical Meetings. On the whole clinical meetings appear to be most popular among the registrars and housemen but it has become a routine to invite any general practitioner whose patient is being shown to attend. This has proved highly successful and an increasing number of family doctors are attending as a regular event and contributing to the discussion. (4 Regional and national meetings of specialist groups have already been arranged and will be held in the Centre during the forthcoming year.
The Society was also anxious to provide facilities for self-education and it was for this reason that a quiet room and library (Fig. z) It is not possible to say at this moment how the Society will progress, but it is believed that this modest beginning will improve postgraduate facilities. It has already brought the general practitioner more in touch'with the consultant, the houseman and the registrar, and the consultants with one another.
It is clear that the scheme would not have been possible if it had not had the support of the two Management Committees, the general practitioners and the consultants in the area, in particular the Clinical Tutor, Dr 
